John K. Sheehan: John Sheehan received his M.Sc. in Materials Science (1970) and Ph.D. in Biophysics (1973) from the the University of Bristol, England, having studied the effects of  X-ray fiber diffraction on hyaluronan and other glycosaminoglycans. This work spurred an interest in the applications of materials science and physics in biology that he has followed ever since, as he has elucidated the structural roles of carbohydrates and complex glycoconjugates. He has been a visiting scientist in Purdue University (1979) and at the University of Lund in Sweden (1980-82), where he worked with Drs. Dick Heinegard , Lars Ake Fransson and Ingemar Carlstedt on the structure and properties of proteoglycans and mucins. He has since concentrated on the biochemistry and biophysics of human mucins, especially in lung mucosal protection mechanisms, first in Lancaster University and subsequently as a Wellcome Senior Lecturer and Reader at the University of Manchester. There since 1993, he focused on the role of water in biology, particularly in the structure and dynamics of polysaccharides and glycoproteins. In early 2002 he will take up the post of Professor of Biochemistry and Biophysics at the University of North Carolina.
Andrew Almond: After receiving a Physics degree from Edinburgh University in 1994, Andrew Almond entered the School of Biological Sciences at University of Manchester. His Ph.D. thesis centered on the interaction of carbohydrates (especially hyaluronan) with water, both experimentally and theoretically. After obtaining his degree in 1997, he worked as a Wellcome Trust Prize research fellow at the University of Manchester until 1999, expanding his research into other polysaccharides and oligosaccharides. Under the sponsorship of Professor Klaus Bock, he joined the Carlsberg Laboratory in Copenhagen, Denmark, as a Wellcome Trust Prize traveling research fellow. These he worked to design new experimental approaches to study the dynamic conformation of oligosaccharides, using NMR. In 2001, he joined the aligned phase. At the end of 2001, he joined the group headed by Tony Day at Oxford University, to study hyaluronan-protein interactions, but still with an emphasis on molecular modeling.
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